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The range of techniques described in Current 
Protocols is broad and many of them will already 
be familiar to most cloning laboratories. For this 
reason I think that this book will find its widest au- 
dience amongst those just starting in this field and 
it fills this role well. Having said that, the real test 
of this manual is yet to come for the experienced 
cloner; will the updates provide protocols which 
have not already reached most laboratories via the 
plethora of technical bulletins arriving every 
month? If they can this book could have a very 
wide market indeed. 
R.K. Dudley 
Molecular Biology of DNA Methylation 
By R.L.P. Adams and R.H. Burdon 
Springer- Verlag; New York, 1985 
xiv + 247 pages. DM 198.00 
This book attempts to tell the story of DNA 
methylation from the discovery, as a minor con- 
taminant, of 5-methylcytosine to its present posi- 
tion close to the heart of the problem of 
differential gene expression. The topic is well 
covered with chapters on the biochemistry of 
methylation and accounts of the occurrence of 
DNA methylation throughout the living world. 
But the central concern is to review the evidence 
for and against a role for DNA methylation in the 
control of gene transcription. In this the authors 
are remarkably even-handed, concluding that the 
situation is seldom as clear-cut as it is made out to 
be. I doubt if, three years later, we should be in- 
clined to disagree with that conclusion. 
Despite the inevitable failures of proof-reading, 
which include a chapter curiously titled ‘Has DNA 
a role in the control of transcription?‘, this is a 
well-produced book. It should provide a valuable 
introduction to any scientist becoming interested in 
the field. 
C.J. Skidmore 
Mechanisms of Control of Gene Expression 
Edited by B. Cullen, P.L. Gage, M.A.Q. Siddiqui, A.M. Skalka and H. Weissbach 
Alan R. Liss; New York, 1987 
xix + 376 pages. f75.00, $85.00 
To date, I have had the task of both reviewing and 
editing symposium volumes. When I wear my 
reviewer’s ‘hat’, I sigh with disbelief as yet another 
overpriced tome comes onto the market. As editor, 
I have been faced with the unenviable duty of 
selecting and compiling representative papers from 
an international meeting. At a time when book 
prices are increasing markedly, when VAT on 
books is potentially imminent, and when monies 
for essentials are sparse, one must ask of a sym- 
posium volume: Are the papers novel? Is the delay 
between presentation and publication acceptable? 
Is the price realistic? Mechanisms of Control of 
Gene Expression passes on the first point but fails, 
I am afraid, on the other two. 
Mechanisms of Control of Gene Expression 
reports a Roche-UCLA Symposium held at Steam- 
boat Springs, Colorado, March 29-April 4, 1987. 
The book was published in March 1988, edited by 
a panel of eminent scientists who herald from the 
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